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Project-Based Fellowship Sponsorship   

  

UnCommon Law (UCL), a legal nonprofit, is seeking rising third-year law students to sponsor 

for Equal Justice Works, Skadden, or other project-based, externally funded fellowships, to begin 

work with us in the fall of 2020 in our Oakland, California, office. Candidates are expected to 

apply to the 2019-2020 application cycles of relevant fellowship opportunities. 

  

UnCommon Law’s mission is to provide access to justice and healing for people impacted by 

incarceration. We deliver trauma-informed mental health and legal counseling to people serving 

life sentences in California prisons, we represent people in their parole hearings, and we engage 

in litigation and legislative action to address systemic discrimination in the criminal justice 

system. We also provide training for people inside prison, as well as attorneys, family members 

and law students in order to improve the overall quality of representation people receive in their 

parole hearings. 

  

UCL is seeking rising third-year law students to sponsor for project-based fellowships in subject 

areas of their own interest. Some past project ideas have included: (1) advocating for young 

people sentenced to life terms for crimes committed under the age of 26; (2) developing a 

training program for formerly incarcerated people to prepare people in prison for their parole 

hearings; (3) advocating for more robust gender-based trauma training and awareness in the 

Board hearing process; and (4) conducting legislative research and advocacy regarding 

introducing trauma-informed programming into prisons across California. 

  

The ideal candidate for this position will have excellent legal research and writing skills, 

demonstrated interest in working directly with incarcerated clients in a healing centered manner, 

a strong interest in policy analysis and advocacy, and a commitment to social justice, particularly 

restorative and racial justice. UCL makes efforts to recruit individuals from groups that are 

historically underrepresented in professional environments, or that suffer from broader societal 

discrimination. Because we represent people living in California prisons and because nearly 70% 

of them are Black or Latino, members of those groups and formerly incarcerated persons are 

strongly encouraged to apply for this position. 

  

For more information on the application process for Skadden or Equal Justice Works 

Fellowships, please consult their websites. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.skaddenfellowships.org/application
https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/become-a-fellow/design-your-own-fellowship/
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Application Instructions: 

  

Initial applications for candidates interested in being hosted at UnCommon Law for project-

based fellowships must be received by July 1, 2019. Skadden and Equal Justice Works 

applications are due in September 2019. UnCommon Law will work with accepted applicants to 

draft proposals to the Fellowship programs. 

 

To apply, please send a resume, a cover letter outlining which area of advocacy you would like 

to focus on and why, an unofficial copy of your law school transcript, a list of three professional 

references, and one writing sample (no more than 10 pages) to jobs@uncommonlaw.org. Put 

“Project-Based Fellowship Candidate” in your email subject line. 

 

 

 

  


